
In-Person Services at Hill City Church: 

What to Expect 

 

Adjusted Seating 

One of the first things you’ll notice in Stage 3 is that our auditorium seating will be adjusted to 

be more spaced out. You can sit with your family, but otherwise we are asking people to leave 

two seats between you. In Stage 4, we’ll do the opposite. Instead of removing a bunch of 

seats, we’ll add more than we need to give people more seating options so people can spread 

out as needed. 

Overflow Room 

With adjusted seating, it means that our auditorium capacity will be reduced. We fully expect to 

have lower numbers the first couple of weeks back. If we do reach capacity in the auditorium, 

we will have our Elementary Room as an overflow viewing room for service. We will be playing 

the pre-recorded Hill City Online in that room and we will have a live host to welcome people. 

No Kids/Youth Classes Until Stage 4 

We will wait to have Kids or Youth classes until Stage 4. There are two reasons for this. The 

first is that it’s almost impossible to prevent kids from getting within 6 feet of one another. That 

makes social distancing really difficult. The other reason is that we want to make sure we are 

able to staff each classroom appropriately before we reopen them. So Family Pastor Andrew 

will be reaching out to his volunteers making sure we have teachers scheduled before we 

reopen classes. 

Physical Touch 

In Stage 3 the emphasis for those organizations reopening is to continue to maintain social 

distancing measures. This not only means maintaining 6 feet of distance, but also avoiding 

physical touch. We will be instructing our ushers & greeters not to initiate handshakes or hugs. 

We would encourage you to avoid physical touch as well if you are at our gatherings. 

Masks 

One question we’ve gotten was what our policy will be on face-masks. This is what the CDC 

says about face coverings. “CDC recommends wearing cloth face coverings in public settings 

where other social distancing measures are difficult to maintain (e.g., grocery stores and 

pharmacies) especially in areas of significant community-based transmission.” That’s the CDC 

recommendation & we think it’s great if people choose to wear cloth face masks when they return 

to church. However, we are not going to make it a requirement. Face coverings are still at a 

recommendation level, not a requirement level from the CDC. We fully realize that when we 

reopen, some people will choose to wear masks and some people won’t. What we would ask 

from you is to show grace to one another. We’ve heard of fights breaking out because of the 



 

tension around this issue and we don’t want to be a church marked by judgement, but by love. 

We will do our best to maintain social distancing measures at our gatherings. 

Hill City Online 

We will continue to air a full church service on YouTube throughout Stage 3. We realize that 

not everyone will come back right away and that’s totally fine. When we get to Stage 4, we will 

make the shift from having a full hour-long church service online to just having teaching 

available Sundays at 9AM. What we’ve been doing in preparation for this is compiling a Hill 

City Worship YouTube playlist where you can queue up the worship set for that Sunday to 

watch either before or after you watch the teaching.  

Cleaning 

Our cleaning team has already started coming into the building to make sure it is ready to roll 

for when we reopen. We’ve added some checklist items to the weekly cleaning tasks like wiping 

down light switches and door handles with disinfectant. Our Thursday cleaning team is 

something we always are looking to add more people to, but now is more important than ever. 

If you are at all interested please fill out a Connect Card and we would love to get you involved. 

We will also be adding some disinfecting tasks to the job description to each of our Sunday 

hospitality volunteers. 

Park Days: June - August 

Just like we have the last few summers, we’ll be going to have Park Days after second service! 

Every Sunday in June — August people gather together at Camel’s Back. We won’t be doing 

the big BBQ like we have in the past to kick off the summer. We also won’t have some of our 

normal yard games at first. But it will be a great opportunity to still connect with people while 

being out in fresh air. 

Kindness, Humility, & Grace 

The most important thing for us to be prepared to do this weekend is to show grace to one 

another. Tensions are extremely high surrounding COVID-19 and the social distancing that 

comes with it. As God’s people, we are called to maintain peace and unity with one another. 

Be encouraged by Colossians 3:12-13 and be prepared to bear with one another through this 

season of transition. 

Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, 

meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, 

forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 

Grace & Peace. 

- Pastor Josh 

 


